May 2011

Support Data Collection to Reduce Maternal Mortality
Co-Sponsor the Maternal Health Accountability Act of 2011 (H.R. 894)
The Maternal Health Accountability Act would provide grants to States to start up or enhance existing Maternal
Mortality Review (MMR) Committees. MMRs examine pregnancy-related and pregnancy-associated deaths to
identify ways to prevent future deaths. Only about half of all states have active committees today, leaving a large
gap in our knowledge base. The bill puts improved data to work through demonstration projects to eliminate
disparities in maternal health outcomes.
Why We Need This Bill:
•

The pregnancy-related mortality ratio in the US was 14.5 per 100,000 live births from 1998 through
2005, higher than the previous 20 years.

•

Healthy People 2010, a nationwide health promotion and disease prevention agenda by the Department
of Health and Human Services (HHS), set a goal of reducing maternal mortality to 3.3 deaths per
100,000 live births by 2010.

•

African-American women are three to four times more likely to die of pregnancy-related
complications. In 2006, the maternal mortality ratio for non-Hispanic white women was 9.1 deaths per
100,000 births compared with 34.8 deaths for non-Hispanic black women. These rates and disparities
have not improved in more than 20 years.

•

ACOG, the CDC, the Association of Maternal and Child Health Programs, NIH, and HRSA all
recommend that maternal deaths should be investigated through state reviews to identify ways to
improve quality of care and educate health professionals and women, and families about preventing
pregnancy-related deaths and complications.

What Does the Bill Do?
•

States opting to utilize the federal grants would:
o Require health professionals and facilities to report pregnancy-related deaths,
o Investigate and develop case findings and summaries for each occurrence,
o Establish review committees with ob-gyns, nurses, social workers, health care facility
representatives and other relevant stakeholders to recommend prevention strategies, and
o Disseminate findings and recommendations.

•

HHS will develop a research plan to identify and monitor severe maternal morbidity in the US, which
by some accounts has risen 25% between 1998 and 2005, to approximately 34,000 cases a year.

•

HHS, in consultation with national stakeholder organizations, will:
o Research disparities in maternal care, risks, and outcomes, and improve the capacity of the
performance measures to measure disparities,
o Expand access to services that have been demonstrated to improve the quality and outcomes of
maternity care for vulnerable populations, and
o Compare the effectiveness of various interventions to reduce maternal health disparities.

Please contact Nevena Minor, Government Affairs Manager at 202-863-2512 or nminor@acog.org, if you have
any questions or concerns.
THE AMERICAN CONGRESS OF OBSTETRICIANS AND GYNECOLOGISTS • WOMEN’S HEALTH CARE PHYSICIANS
409 12TH STREET SW, WASHINGTON DC 20024-2188 Phone: 202/638-5577

